THE MESSENGER

Welcome to Market Street Methodist Church
JULY 2026

Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

In July, 20206, the lectionary guides us through Matthew 13, considered Jesus’ great chapter of teaching. As we
[prepare our hearts for July, let’s take into consideration what we can learn from Christ’s teaching.

Through seven parables, Jesus reveals what the Kingdom of God is like—how it begins, how it grows, how it
|confronts evil, and how it calls us to wholehearted devotion. These stories invite us to see our lives and our
wortld through the lens of God’s unfolding rein. As a Free Methodist congregation committed to holy love

and faithful discipleship, these parables help us understand how God is at work right now in ways both quiet
and powerful.

The Sower: Hearing With the Heart: Jesus begins with the Parable of the Sower, showing that God scat-
[ters His Word generously. The soil represents the heart: resistant, shallow, distracted, or receptive. The fruit-
ful life is not accidental—it is cultivated through prayer, obedience, and openness to Spirit.

The Wheat and the Weeds. Patience in a Mixed World: Jesus acknowledges that good and evil grow
[together for now. The farmer refuses to uproot the weeds prematurely, trusting that God will sort all things
rightly at the harvest. This parable teaches patience, humility, and confidence in God’s justice.

The Mustard Seed and the Yeast: Small Beginnings, Great Impact: The Kingdom often begins in
small, unnoticed ways. A tiny mustard seed becomes a sheltering tree; a little yeast permeates the whole
|[dough. God delights in using seemingly insignificant acts of faithfulness to accomplish His purposes.

Hidden Treasures and the Pearl: The Surpassing Value of the Kingdom. These parables remind us
that the Kingdom is worth everything. The joy of discovering God’s reign leads reordered priorities and
wholehearted devotion. When Christ is our treasure, everything else finds its proper place.

The Net: God’s final Gathering: The final parable describes a net gathering fish of every kind. At the end
|of the age, God will sort all things with perfect justice and mercy. This is not meant to frighten believers but
to reassure us that God’s purposes will be fulfilled.

Matthew 13 calls us to:

* Listen deeply to God’s Word

* Trust God’s timing

* Value small acts of faith

* Treasure the Kingdom above all else
* Live with hope in God’s final victory

As we continue our ministry together, may these parables shape our imagination and strengthen our
commitment to Christ’s Kingdom—growing quietly, steadily, and powerfully in our midst.

Grace and peace to you for all of July as you live the story of the Kingdom.

~ Pastor Ray




SUNDAY scHool

P & L Sunday School Class

The little boy had five puppies for sale. Cuddly,
cute, and brand new, they were of mixed heritage. The
little fellow was trying to sell them for ten dollars each.
He had no takers despite the large sign that could be
seen from a distance. In fact, he had only one nibble.

A kindly man and his small son had stopped by and
carefully looked the puppies over, but they did not buy.

About a week later, the same man passed that
way and noticed the ten dollar sign had been taken
down and a thirty dollar one stood in its place. Curiosi-
ty stopped the man and he asked the little boy why the
dramatic increase in price. “Are these not the same
puppies?”

The little boy proudly picked up one of the pups
and said, “Look mister, they’ve got their eyes open
now. That makes ‘em worth a whole lots more!”

For much of the rest of the summer, | suggest
you approach Sunday School with our eyes “wide
open”. We will pause our study of the Old Testament
and instead be examining different Biblical characters,
various faith themes, or just maybe let the Spirit move
us in exciting directions week by week. Paul will be
leading many of these next Sundays, and it promises to
be an exciting time! Many of you will be traveling this
summer but when you’re in Onancock on Sundays,
“Park it at the Market” Street Methodist Church. And
keep your eyes open! It will be worth it!

~Lane

JULY BIRTHDAYS

Bobbie Lohr July 1
Lisa Gibb July 5
Deacon Chandler July 7
Wanda Wilson July 8
Tabbi Walker July 9
William Chandler July 18
Ed Tyson July 19
Brenda Dize July 21
Theresa Tyson July 25
Amy Savana July 27
Hugh Ashley July 31
David Hargis July 31

If your birthday is not being listed in our
newsletter, The Messenger, please drop a
note in the offering plate with your birthday
listed! We love to recognize all of our
church family on their special day!

If needed, there are index cards on the back
pew that you can write it on and drop it in
the plate or give to Pastor Ray. Thank you!!!

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Will meet in September

Thank you for attending and we look forward
to seeing you after the summer break!

Prayer Meetings will be held every Monday
in the Methodist Room at 1:00 PM
All are Welcome.

BIBLE EXPLORERS!

Bible Explorers will meet during
worship service every Sunday except

Communion Sunday
(which is on the 1st Sunday of the month)

We look forward to exploring the Bible
In some fun and diverse ways!
Feel free to invite a friend!

“Let the little children come to Me, and do
not hinder them, for the Kingdom of Heaven
belongs to such as these.” —Matthew 19:14




